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therefore confine ourselves now to a very brief notice of it. It hardly 
needs, to commend it to the interest of every American citizen, more 
than the names of its subject and of its author. Mr. Eives unites to 
a rare degree the offices of the biographer and the historian, blending 
or alternating them with graceful ease as the nature of his material 
demands, — presenting Mr. Madison's individuality as clearly as if he 
had not been identified with public affairs, and narrating the history of 
the times as perspicuously as if the work had been a mere chronicle of 
colonial and national transactions. The present volume extends through 
the four years for which Mr. Madison was an active member of the 
Congress of the Confederation, (from 1780 to the definitive Treaty of 
Peace,) and gives a fuller history of the proceedings of that body, and 
of the various political and diplomatic projects and measures, during 
that period, than had ever been written before. Mr. Eives's style is 
pure, perspicuous, and forcible, always adequate to the subject in hand, 
and worthy of a work which must take its place among the classical 
authorities in the history of the country. 



20. — Orations and Speeches on Various Occasions. By Edvtard 
Everett. Vol. III. Boston : Little, Brown, & Co. 1859. 8vo. 
pp. 847. 

We hope, at an early period, to make the entire collection of Mr. 
Everett's Orations and Speeches the subject of a full-length article, and 
in the brief space now at our disposal we can do little more than to an- 
nounce its completion, that is, the completion of the present series ; for 
we trust that coming years will add yet other volumes to those of which 
we would now record our grateful admiration. It would be superflu- 
ous for us to dilate on the vast resources, the unequalled command of 
language always commensurate with his subject and his audience, the 
mastery over every topic and method of argument, persuasion, and ap- 
peal, the wonderful versatility, the matchless grace, which characterize 
Mr. Everett's speeches, one and all. But were we to select one trait 
in which he distances all rivals, and challenges our perpetual admira- 
tion, it would be his uniform sympathy with, adequacy for, and adapta- 
tion to the occasion, whatever it be, whether in a deliberative or a popu- 
lar assembly, on a political or literary festival, in welcome of a living 
guest or in commemoration of a departed worthy, in some great public 
interest or on some narrowly local anniversary. Called to a rural vil- 
lage to celebrate an event which has hardly a place in history, he 
speaks as if he had been born on the very spot, nurtured amidst its 
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scenery and associations, intimate with its honored names, conversant 
with the minutise of its annals, under the lifelong inspiration of its 
genius loci. When we consider the unprecedented variety of the oc- 
casions of which he has been the orator, and of the causes and interests 
which have owed their most efficient advocacy to his voice, — and then 
when we reflect how restricted have been the conditions of the highest 
success with many who in their place and vein have been unsurpassed 
in eloquence, — we are sure that we do not overrate this universality 
of genius as a distinguishing feature of Mr. Everett, and as demanding 
for the aggregate of his " Orations and Speeches " even a warmer 
tribute, were it possible, than we yield to his acknowledged master- 
works. 

We cannot close this cursory notice without referring to the copious 
and minute Index to the three volumes, which occupies nearly two hun- 
dred pages of the third. This is due to the consummate skill and patient 
industry of Mr. S. Austin AUibone, who has examined the volumes, 
sentence by sentence, and has inserted in its due place " every proper 
name, every geographical or topographical designation, every historical 
or scientific reference, every important thought, and every bibliograph- 
ical and biographical allusion." The historical value of such an Index 
cannot be overrated ; for the volumes cover a vast amount of national 
and local history, which is thus made availing for consultation and 
literary use. 



21. — 1. The New American Gyclopcedia: a Popular Dictionary of 
General Knowledge. Edited by George Riplet and Charles 
A. Dana. Volume VII. Edward — Fueros. New York : D. Ap- 
pleton & Co. 1859. 8vo. pp. 786. 

2. Chambers's Encychptedia. A Dictionary of Universal Knowledge 
for the People. On the Basis of the latest Edition of the German 
Conversations-Lexicon. Illustrated by Wood Engravings and Maps. 
Parts 1-7. New York : D. Appleton «fe Co. 8vo. pp. 1 - 448. 

This new volume of the American Cyclopaedia manifests the same 
able authorship and skilful editorial care to which we have already 
borne repeated testimony. None, who can affijrd to place this work on 
their shelves, can need in the lifetime of the present generation any 
other dictionary of the kind, or can fail to find in this a work better 
adapted to the demands at least of American readers, or to easy con- 
sultation and familiar use, than the more voluminous Cyclopsedias that 
have issued from the English press. 



